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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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‘BEHOLD THE MAN!” 


How God Must Become Man to Save Men 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


—--'Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple 


robe. And Pilate saith unto them, Behold the manl''— John 19:5. 


Christ is the Son of God. This is so often and so clearly 
stated in the Bible that one must be an infidel not to believe 
it. There is no room in Christianity for anybody who does 
not accept fully the fact that Christ is God. One who does 
not believe that is not a Christian but a pagan. Jesus Him- 
self said, “I and my Father are one” (John 10:30). He said, 


“Before Abraham was, I am” 


(John 8:58). The Father 


from Heaven at least twice audibly declared that Christ was 
His own Son (Matt. 3:17; Matt. 17:5). The Old Testament 


prophets foretold that Jesus, 
would be called “the mighty 


the Son who was to be born, 
God, the everlasting Father” 


(Isa. 9:6). The apostles joined in the same claim. John’s 
gospel was written to prove that Christ was the Son of God 
(John 20:31). We are told that Christ was in the beginning 
with God, and that Christ Himself was the creator of all 
things — that “without him was not anything made that was 
made” (John 1:3). By Him God made the worlds (Heb. 1: 
2). About Christ it is said in Colossians’ 1:15-19: “Who is 
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every crea- 
ture: for by him were all things created, that-are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him: and he is before all things, 
and by him all things consist.-And he is-the-head-of the 
body, the church: who. is the beginning, the first-born from 
the dead; that in all things he might have the pre-eminence. 
For it pleased the Father that in him should all fullness 
dwell.” We are told that Christ is the express image of the 
person of God (Heb. 1:3; Col. 1:15) and that it is the will 
of the Father that our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, should 
have the pre-eminence in all things, that everythingin Heaven 


and in earth should be subject to Him. Christ is eternal God, | 


equal with the Father, and we are commanded to love Him, 


trust Him, worship Him and 
ment is given into His hands. 


obey Him, as God. All judg- 
To Him every knee shall bow 


and every tongue shall confess. Christ is God! 


it 


The deity of Christ is a fact as 
obvious as that there is a God. 
The man who says Christ is not 
God is exactly the same kind of a 
fool as the fool that says in his 
heart there is no God( Psa. 14:1; 


- Luke 24:25). Every unclean spirit 


Jesus ever met admitted His deity 
and more than once they cried in 
effect, “I know thee who thou art; 
the Holy One of God” (Mark 1:24, 


a 84; Mark 3:11; Luke 8:28). The 
' Jews hated Christ and attempted 


to kill Him, because ‘He made him- 


a self equal with God’ (John 5:18). 


Their charge before Pilate on 
which He was crucified was that 
“py our law he ought to die, be- 
cause he made himself the Son of 


God” (John 19:7). Christ is the 


miraculously - conceived, virgin- 


Pilate Presents 


J esus, the Man 


born, pre-existent "Son of God. Let 
every lover of the Lord Jesus hold 
fast to this foundation doctrine and 
call no man a Christian brother 
who denies that Christ is what He 
claimed to be, the very Son of God. 


But He Called Himself "The Son 


Of Man" 

It. is not hard to make intelli- 
gent, honest people believe that 
Christ is the Son of God, but to 
conceive that this God came in the 
flesh and took on Himself the form 
of a servant, eyen the form of a 
man —that is difficult. Christ de- 


clared Himself to be the Son of 


God, but He spent no time arguing 
about The proof was too ob- 
vious. 

(Continued on page two) 


‘Lord--Publishers, -145- N. Hale-St., 


newal, to The Sword of The Lord, 


Five More Like It! 


In this issue of THE SWORD is 
the sermon "Behold the Man!" by 
the editor. If you want an extra 
copy for a friend, please send a 
three cent stamp, or two cents 
each for ten or more copies. We 
will be glad to send them as long 
as we have extra copies. 


MUCH BETTER, however, it 
will be if you buy the book "AND 
GOD REMEMBERED .. .". with 
other favorite sermons. It contains 
this sermon, "Behold the Man!’ 
with five other sermons equally 
good, deeply. devotional Bible 
preaching, rich with Bible teaching. 
Cloth bound, with gold paper jack- 
et, a rich gift book of 123 pages 
this book of six sermons called 
“AND GOD REMEMBERED .. ."” 
from the first’ sermon, costs only 
50c a copy, a wonderful book bar- 
gain. You may order five copies 
for $2.00. 

In leatherette paper cover the 
same book costs only 25c¢ each, 
five copies for $1.00. 

Order from The Sword of The 


Wheaton, Ill. 
This will make a beautiful, inex- 
pensive Christmas present. Has 


six illustrations. 


The Christian 
And HisMoney 


By H. A. IRONSIDE, D.D. LITT. D. 
Pastor, Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, Il. 


“Upon the first day of the week 
let every one of you lay by him 
in store, as God hath prospered 
him" (| Cor. 16:2). 


It is an interesting fact that 
immediately following the great 
resurrection chapter in this first 
epistle to the Corinthians, the 
apostle gives instruction to the 
saints concerning the use of their 
money. With many this is always 


@ touchy question, .and yet he who 


sings from the heart, 


“Naught that I have my own I'll 
call: 
I hold it for the Giver: 
My heart, my strength, my life, my 
all 
Are His, and His forever,” 


should surely not be averse to fac- 
ing honestly in the presence of God 
what He has said in His Word 
concerning the Christian and his 
money. 

In the Old Testament God gave 
to Israel very definite instructions 
as to this. The tithe of all that 
they received was to be definitely 
set apart for Himself and devoted 
to the upkeep of His house and 
the support of His priests ;but even 
before the law was given, God in- 


Famous Southern Pastor, Orator, 


“Twelve Tremendous Themes” is 
a new book of great Bible doc- 
trines, written by Evangelist John 
R. Rice ,just now coming off the 
press. This book, of 176 pages, in 
paper binding is being given free 
with each subscription, new or re- 


at the regular price of $1700 a 
year, for a limited time. 


The introduction was written by 
the author’s friend, Dr. Robert G. 
Lee, pastor of Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Memphis, Tennessee. Dr. 
Lee’s great church has several 
thousand members. His messages 
have been put in books and are 
popular and greatly used. Dr. Lee 
is in great demand as a preacher, 
all over America, not only in Bap- 
tist circles, but among many 
groups of Bible believers in various 
denominations and independent 
churches. 


About the new book by the edi- 
tor of this paper, Dr. Lee says: 

“Without claiming full agree- 
ment as to every iota of every 
statement, yet without taking issue 
with the author at any point, and 


its alluring and alliterative title 


— ‘Twelve Tremendous Themes’— 
I commend it as a worthy book 


ality, India-rubber convictions, see- 


some 


' 


with gratitude for the book: Wwith| 


Dr. Robert G. Lee Writes Introduction 
To “Twelve Tremendous Themes’ Book 


Soul Winner and Author Writes 


Pungent Commendation of New Book by Editor John R. Rice. 


foul with the garlic of critical con- 
tempt for Scriptural certainties. 
“This book is truth simply and 
pungently phrased. It sets forth 
conclusions clearly and concisely 
expressed. It is declaration satura- 
ted and foundationed with the 
Scriptures It makes appeal woo- 
ingly and earnestly uttered. This 
book is real bread and meat for 
the strengthening of Christians, 
real milk for nourishing the Chris- 
tian, honey for sweetening the 
Christian, fire for warming the 
Christian. Those who read it and 


(Continued on page three) 
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1% be There Literal, Physical Fire in Hell? 


, strong with conjectural onions and 


dicated His mind in regard to the 


tithe by what He caused to be re- 
corded concerning Abraham. 
When the patriarch returned 
from the slaughter of the kings 
and the _ deliverance of his 
nephew Lot, he was met by 
Melchizedek, king of Salem, who 
was priest of the most high God, In 
response to the blessing of this 
mysterious personage, who was a 
type of our Lord Jesus Christ, we 
are told that Abraham “gave him 
tithes of all,” and our attention is 
directed to this in the epistle to 
the Hebrews as indicating the pre- 
eminenceof the Melchizedek priest- 


as Abraham was the father of all 
the Hebrews and therefore of the 
sons of Levi who, in him repre- 
6 paid tithes to Melchiz- 
edek. 


When God’s earthly people were 
going on happily with Himself 
they gladly brought their tithes, 
together with additional offerings, 
thus honoring the Lord and recog- 
nizing His authority --over--thei 
lives and possessions. When declen- 
sion set in and they drifted away 
from Him and followed the ways 
of the surrounding nations, they 
selfishly kept the tithes for them- 
selves, robbed God what properly 
belonged to Him, left His priests to 
suffer, and neglected the upkeep of 
His temple. Whenever there was 
a return to Himself, there was al- 
ways a new recognition of their 
responsibility regarding the tithe. 
In the last book of the Old Tes- 
tament, the little book of Malachi, 
God speaks scathingly .of their 
neglect of the law of the tithe. He 
says in chapter 3, verses 8 and 9: 


“Will a man rob God? Yet ye 
have robbed Me. But ye say, 
Wherein have we robbed Thee? 
In tithes and offerings. Ye are 
cursed with a curse: for ye have 

robbed Me, even this whole 
nation.’ 

It was not that God needed 
their money. He Himself had told 
them in the fiftieth Psalm that 
every beast of the forest was His 
and the cattle upon a thousand 
hills. The world was His and the 


fulness thereof. He had no need 
of anything that His people could 


-bring to Him, but their faithful 


observance of the law of the tithe 
was an evidence of their loyalty to 
Himself, and their neglect of it 
told out their indifference to His 
will. In the verse following those 
we have quoted from Malachi, He 
calls upon them to bring their 
tithes, and promises blessing when 
they obey. We read: 


“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be 
meat in Mine house, and prove Me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if | will not open you the 


windows of heaven, and pour you ™ 


out a blessing, that there shall not 


be room. enough to receive it. 
| And | will rebuke the devourer for — 
your sakes, and he shall not destroy ~ 
the fruits of your ground; neither 
shall your vine cast her fruit be- 


SUBSCRIPTION | 


(Continued on page two) 


hood over the Levitical inasmuch — 


(Continued from page one) 


Show His supernatural power in 
the temptation, He refused. He re- 
fused to work miracles before 
Herod. He deliberately hid His 
power from the scoffing Pharisees. 
Repeatedly after marvelous mira- 
cles of healing, He instructed the 
one healed not to make it known 
(Luke 8:56; Matt. 8:4; Matt. 9: 
30). It is not true that the miracles 
of Jesus were simply to prove that 
He was the Son of God. It is a 
remarkable thing that Jesus put 
the emphasis continually on the 
fact that He was a MAN! Though 
He could have called Himself “the 
almighty, eternal God” or “the son 
of God,” yet He regularly called 
Himself imstead “THE SON OF 
MAN!” That title, “The Son of 
man” is recorded eighty two times 
in the gospels as falling from His 
own lips. He loved to be known as 
“The Son of Man.” 

Christians, we will never know 
the love and mercy of God toward 
Sinners until we understand that 
Christ became flesh. and dwelt 
among us as a man. 
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man!” he was right. As a man, as 
* a human being, He was born, He 
lived, He toiled,,He was tempted, 
He ministered, He taught, He was 
betrayed, and He was tried and 
crucified. As a man He was buried 
and arose and ascended! Behold 
the man! 


I ask you.to feast with me on 
the riches of God’s Word concern- 
ing the humanity of Jesus, His 
incarnation in human flesh, His 
humility in taking the form of a 
servant, His glorious fitness to be 
our Saviour since He, too, was a 
man 


‘He Was ‘Promised Aforetime As 
A Man 


The first recorded promise of a 
coming Saviour was given just out- 
Side the gate of the garden of 
Eden. The ruin of the human race 
had been accomplished by Satan. 
In the first man, Adam,: all had 
died. God killed beasts, clothed the 
shamed sinners in coats of skin, 
the first shedding of blood, ~ the 
first.type.of.mercy and atonement. 
Then God promised that the seed 
of the woman should bruise the 
serpent’s head and that the serpent 
should bruise his heel (Gen. 3:15). 
The coming Saviour must be “the 
seed of the woman.” The longed- 
for Saviour, coming to redeem 
man, would be (oh, blessed 
thought!) a@ man and so would un- 
derstand men, On man’s side such 
a Saviour would be fit to trust. On 
God’s side, such a Saviour would 
be fit to substitute to bear the sins 
of men. Thus from the time that 
Eve, the first woman, went through 
the pangs of motherhood for the 
first time and said, “I have gotten 
A MAN from the Lord,”’ thousands, 
perhaps millions of women, each 
dreamed and hoped that the com- 
ing MAN who would crush Satan’s 
head and redeem men should be 
born of her womb and partake of 
rer flesh and bones. 


“Abraham saw my day and was 
glad,” Jesus said. To Abraham and 
his seed were the promises given 
and that holy Seed, who should 
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Canaan forever, must be a man 
who would come from the loins of 
Abraham, descended through Isaac. 
The Christ must be of Abraham's 
aumanity. 

The coming MAN was promised 
to Darvid as his seed. In II Sam- 
uel 7:10-16, in‘ Psalm 89 and else- 
where, the Lord promised David 
that in the future his throne at 
Jerusalem would be _ established 
forever to his seed. The coming 
King must be of the seed of David, 
that is, literally a descendant of 
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When Pilate said, “Behold the’ 


his and therefore a man. Besides 
the throne mentioned was a hu- 
man literal throne and requires a 
.cteral human person to sit upon it. 


God revealed to Isaiah that a 
virgin should conceive and bring 
forth a Son, Immanuel, or God 
with us (Isa. 7:14). Again He said, 
“For unto us a child is born, unto 
us a son is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his“name shall be called Won- 
derful, Counsellor, the*mighty God, 
the everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). It was Isaiah 
who knew that “a man shall be 
as an hiding place from the wind, 
and a covert from the tempest: as 
rivers of water in a dry place, as 
the shadow of a great rock in a 
weary land” (Isa. 32:2). It was 
Isaiah, too, to whom was revealed 
the coming Saviour as “the MAN 
of sorrows, and acquainted with 
grief.” 

Even to Mary, the angel Gabriel 
said, ‘Behold, thou shalt conceive 
in thy womb, and bring forth a 

on and shalt call his name Jesus” 
and then that this Son, this man, 
should: be “the son of God.” 


The Birth of Christ, a Human Birth 

It is not strange that Jesus was 
born of a virgin. The Son of God 
could not have been born any other 
way. It is strange and unnatural 
to suppose the Son of God could 


‘be born any other way. I say, the 


virgin birth causes me no trouble. 
But I am lost in awe and wonder at 
the thought that. He should be born 
at all! It is not amazing that 
Christ would be born as the Son 


M5 


(Continued from page one) 


fore the time in the field, saith 
the Lord of hosts.” 
Material blessing always fol- 


lowed obedience to the command of 
the Lord. | 


When our Saviour Himself was 
here on earth, He sternly rebuked 
certain hypocritical legalists for 
observing great care in tithing 
while neglecting true spirituality 
toward God and charity toward 
men. He speaks scornfully of their 
habit of tithing the smallest possi- 
ble herbs and yet forgetting the 
weightier matters of the law such 
as loving their neighbors as them- 
selves. But He does not thereby 


are to believe that He could not 
talk until He learned to talk. He 
id not walk until He learned 

to walk, doubtless with many fail- 
res like other babies. I believe He 
could not read until He learned to 
read and that He did not know the 
Scriptures until He learned them, 
as we must do. Catholics have 
some traditions about miracles 
worked by the child Jesus, but 
there is not. a hint of anything of 
the kind in the Word of God. We 
know that Jesus grew, that He was 
subject to His mother and foster- 
father, that He was as human as 
any other child ever born. He did 
not sin, and He showed an apti- 
tude. for spiritual things that we 
poor sinful beings do not have. But 
|His sinless virtue and His anxiety 
to be about His Father’s business 
were not simply divine character- 
istics that. He brought into ‘this. 


God must be born, with no Son obfworld. Rather they were His own 


father, but it is the most amazing 
thing that human ear ever heard 
that one who is the Son of God 
would consent to be born at all of 
1 human mother, that He should 


with Abraham inherit the land of | 


love men enough or have any pur- 
,0se great enough that the Son of 
God should give up His glory as 
God and become a man! The Sav- 
iour came into the world through 
the same portals as every human 
being who ever walked this earth, 
save only Adam and Eve who were 
made fresh from the hand of God. 
The Creator of the heavens and 
earth was formed and borne in the 
body of a woman. He nursed at a 
woman’s breast and smiled into a 
mother’s face and learned from a 
mother’s tongue and was, dandled 
on a mother’s knee and led by a 
mother’s hand. The birth of Christ 
not only glorified motherhood and 
babyhood, it is an omen of hope 
for all mankind. The .Son of God 
has become a man and has done 
it for love of men, ‘to make a‘per- 
fect pattern, to atone for men, to 
suffer for men, to die for men, to 
mediate between God and man! 


Not much is said of the baby- 
hood ‘and youth of Jesus in the 
Bible but evidently that much is 
given to emphasize His perfect hu- 
1anity. Babyhood is not the mark 
of a God but the mark of a man! 
A God could not be helpless as a 
baby without becoming man. A 
God could not be ignorant like a 
baby without becoming man. I 
could not understand how God 
could grow “in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and man,” 
as the Scripture says that He did 
(Luke 2:52), until it dawned upon 
me that Christ had left His glory, 
and in some sense left the charact- 
eristics of deity in Heaven. He 
emptied Himself of His wisdom 
and chose to be ignorant as a baby 
so that He, like all other men, 
could grow in wisdom. Here I take 
off my shoes and tread softly with 
a holy reverence, conscious of my 
own ignorance and inability to dis- 
cuss such a theme and yet I know 
that Christ some way left even the 
favor of God in Heaven. When 
Christ was born of a virgin He 
laid aside those things that would 
give Him unfair advantage over 
other men and entered the race of 
life, Christ won, without sin, where 
no one else ever did and grew in fa- 
vor with God. He said, “I do al- 
ways those things that please him” 

(John 8:29). The Father said at 
His baptism, “I am well pleased,” 
and in Hebrews 2:10 we told 
that the captain of our salvation 
is made perfect (or complete) 
through suffering. 

So Jesus, when He came into 
this world,.was so much a man 
and left behind so many of His 
qualities as God that He needed 


to grow in wisdom, in stature, and 
in favor with God and man. We 


deliberate choice as a human be- 
ing —a perfect and sifiless human 
being, the only one that ever exist- 
ed after the garden,of Eden, but 
yet a human being. 


Christ Lived As a Man 


The incarnation of Christ was 
essential as He went to take man’s 
place. A God is never tired. A God 
never despairs. The Scripture says 
that God cannot be tempted to do 
evil (James 1:13). So if God is ev- 
er to take the place of a weary, 
despairing and tempted human be- 
ing, then this God must become 
a man. Our, Lord Jesus, the Man, 
worked in the carpenter shop, for 
He was called “the carpenter” 
(Mark 6:3). There is much to in- 
dicate that He was the principal 
support of His mother. Joseph is 
never spoken of after Christ was 
twelve years old and we suppose 
that he died before the further 
record resumes. 


The parables of Jesus prove 
that He knew the labor of the 
shepherd and the farmer. His hand 
fitted the hammer and the saw and 
I doubt not there were callouses 
there. The Lord Jesus could never 
have said, “Come unto me, all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden, 

1 I will give you rest .. . for 
I am meek and lowly in heart” un- 

‘ss He had first become a man and 
knew the laborer’s burdens and 
SOrrows. , 


The Saviour could never be poor 
until Hé became a man. God, the 
Creator of all things, is not poor 
and could not be poor except as 
He entered into human flesh and 
gave up His glory, power and 
riches. A poverty-stricken mortal 
could never feel that God knew the 
depth of his woe unless God should 
consent to become poor. We are 
told about Jesus: “For ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that, though he was rich, yet for 
your sakes he became poor, that 
ye through his poverty might be 
ich” (II Cor. 8:9). 


The humanity of Jesus makes 
Him approachable. When God 
spoke in thunderous voice from 
smoking Sihai, the people were 
awed.and frightened as they ought 
to have been. They begged Moses 
that God should never speak to 
them again but rather that he, a 
man, should get the message from 
God and bring it to them (Ex. 20: 
18, 19). : 


The hungry - hearted, distraught 
Moses pleaded with God that he 
might see His glory, but could not. 
God put him in a cleft of the rock 
.xnd passed by that he might see 
His back parts. Multitudes of oth- 
ers have hungered for just what 

‘oses needed, for some way to see 
God. How Moses must have de-. 
lighted when he met Jesus on the 
mount of and, see- 
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or in any sense decry tithing, for 
He immediately adds, ‘‘These ought 
ye to have done and not to leave 
the other undone.” That is, He did 
not relieve them of the responsibil- 
ity of-tithing even mint and rue, 
insignificant herbs as they were, 
but He stressed their responsibility 
to keep the whole law and put His 
— emphasis upon its spiritual 
side. 


When we pass out of the atmos- 
phere of the four Gospels into the 
book of Acts and thence into the 
epistles of the New Testament, we 
never again read of tithing, except 
in the passage already referred to 
— Hebrews 7:5-8. Hence some have 
jumped to the conclusion that the 
law of the tithe in no way affeets 
Christian responsibility, and at first 
Sight it might seem that they who 
so reason are correct, but there 
is a passage often overlooked 
which would appear to negative 
this conclusion. In’ Romans 8, 
verses 3 and 4, we are told: 

"For what the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the 
flesh, God sending His own Son in 
the likenes of sinful flesh, and for 
sin (that is, as a sacrifice for sin), 
condemned sin in the flesh: that 
the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not 
after the flesh, but after the 
Spirit." 

Here is a principle of al] impor- 
tance, if one would so live as to 
glorify God in this dispensation 
when believers are not under law 
but under grace. The Christian 
standard of righteousness is not a 
lower one than that of the Jew in 
the legal dispensation. It is really a 
far higher standard. Therefore, we 
may well say, if we were Jews 
living under law, we would be ob- 
ligated to give to God a tenth of 
all our income as recognizing His 
Lordship over all our possessions. 
Shall we then, as Christians in the 
reign of grace, allow ourselves to 
be outdone in this respect by. a Jew 
under law? Shall we not rather 
gladly render to God as the very 
minimum a tenth of all that with 
which He entrusts us and, as He 
enables, gladly give more in order 
to show our appreciation of the 
loving kindness He has_ lavished 
upon us? 

_When Paul called upon the Cor- 
inthians to lay by in store as God. 
had prospered them, he necessar- 
ily had in mind some kind of 
standard. What is that standard? 
Surely it cannot be less than that 
which was ordained under law, but 
it is evident that some definite pro- 
portion of our income must be tak- 
en into consideration if we are to 
give as God hath prospered. 


He who says, “I am not under 
law, and therefore I.am not con- 
cerned about tithing my income: 
I will give as I feel led of the 
Lord,’ generally winds up by giv- 
ing the merest pittance as com- 
pared with what the Lord entrusts 
to him. He, on the other hand, who 
says, “I shall begin with a tenth 
and, as God enables, will do bet- 
ter,” becomes a consistent giver 
and .finds joy in thus- rendering 
glad obedience to the Word of the 
Lord. 


Years ago it was my privilege 
to know a most devoted Christian 
man who is now with Christ. He 
told me how when a young man 
these considerations were brought 
home in power to his soul as he 
weighed his responsibility before 
God When he was earning only 
$10 a week, he faithfully gave $1 
regularly to sustain the work of 
the Lord. When his small income 
was raised to $15, he: said, “If 
when I earned $10 I could give $1 
to God, now that I am earning $15 
I can surely give Him $2”; and. so 
he did. Then when a little later 
his wages were raised to $20, he 
said, “If when I earned $15 I could 
give God $2, now surely I can give 
Him $4”; and so through the years 
he sought to give as God prospered. 
When I knew him, some time be- 
fore he was called home to heaven, 
he was giving thousands of dollars 
annually for mission work, to sup- 
port the gospel at home, and in 
ministering to the needs of the sick 
and poor with whom .he came in 
contact. Surely this was indeed giv- 
ing as God had pro; ! Nor did 
he feel that he was under law, but 
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working of the grace of God which 
wrought within his soul. 

Let no Christian think that he 
gains by withholding from God, but 
rather remember that He who has 
said, “It is more blessed to give 
than to receive,” will dlways have 
the most blessed part. He will be 
no man’s debtor. As we give to 
Him we can be certain that He 
will fulfil to the letter that word 
which says, “My God shall supply 
all your need according to His 
riches in glory through Christ Je- 
sus.” 


we are often inclined to overlook, 
and that is an orderly method both 
as to the time and place of setting 
aside that portion of our means 
which we devote to the work of 
the Lord. This work, of course, is 
of a twofold character. It involves 
the care of His servants who are 
entirely engaged in the ministry 
and thus have to live of the gospel 
as Scripture tells us; but it also 
includes helping to meet the needs 
of those in difficult circumstances. 
In fact, it was this latter phase 
of giving to God. which was par- 
ticularly in the apostle’s mind 
when he gave the Corinthians the 
Mmstructions as to systematic and 
proportionate giving. Our Lord has 
said that anything done for one of 
His own is reckoned by God as 
done for Himself. 


But what 1 want especially to 
draw attention to is the time ele- 
ment referred to in the opening 
words of the verse: ‘‘Upon the first 
day of the week.” Most of us re- 
ceive our income on a. regular 
weekly or possibly monthly basis. 
The import of this passage clearly 
is that when we thus receive our 
wages or other form of income, we 
should at that time set aside a 
proper proportion for the work of 
the Lord. It is not necessary that 
it should all be immediately con- 


[tributed to any particular cause, 


but he who consistently lays by in 
this sense will always have some- 
thing that fe can contribute when 
occasion demands. There is the lay- 
ing by in store at home, but there 
is also the ‘collection for the 
saints.” This, of course, suggests 
bringing our gifts to the assembly 
of God’s people where we join with 
others in making up a collection 
of our varied offerings. 
The question often has been 
raised whether the member of a 
given group of believers should 
give all of his tithes and offerings 
to the furtherance of the particu- 
lar work with which he is thus 
linked. The answer certainly is that 
‘each one should be before God as 
to this, and that he should look to 
‘the Lord for guidance as to how 
to use his funds. There is no legal 
injunction demanding that believ- 
ers contribute only to certain spe- 
cific causes, butthe money that they 
devote to the Lord should be at 
His disposal to be used as He shall 
indicate from time to time. He who 
thus learns to act in partnership 
with God in money matters can be 
assured of the divine blessing when 
he himself. has to face times of 
stress and difficulty, but éven if 
this were not so, it should be our 
joy and privilege to fulfil our re- 
sponsibility in these things to the 
glory and praise of God. 
(Reprinted from 

THE MooDY CHURCH NEWS) 

(Available as Tract; price, two 
cents each. 
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ve lay hold of its truths will know 
be that it is stimulation for the slug- 
to gard, stirring for the complacent, 
le anchorage for the unstable, cour- 
rd age for the timid, insistence for 
ly the undecided. 
is “This book honors God, honors 
e- the Christ who is God, honors the 

| Holy Spirit, honors the church, 
at honors the Gospel, warns the wick- 

k, ed, invites the sinner to accept 
th Christ — and comforts all who be- 
1s lieve the Bible to be the inspired, 
ALS infallible, inerrant Word of God. 
of “Robert G. Lee, D.D..L.L.D.,Litt.D. 
1S Pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church 
ns * Memphis, Tennessee.” 
ry 12 Important Bible Doctrines 
el Clearly Taught 
30 Do you want to see what you are 
ds offered in this newest book by 
8. John R. Rice? Here are the twelve 
Se subjects covered in the twelve long 
r- chapters, 176 extra big pages. 

id 1. Verbal Inspiration of the Bible 
he 2. Scientific Accuracy of the Bi- 
id ble 
aS 3. The Universal Malady, Sin 
of 4. The Double Theme of All the 
aS Prophets 

5. “Pauls Gospel” or “Kingdom 
to Gospel” 

e- 6. The Love of the Spirit 
ig 7 Can a Saved Person Ever Be 
‘st Lost ? 

e- 8. Sunday or Sabbath, Which 
ar Should Christians Observe ? 
is. 9. Is There Literal, Physical Fire 
ly in Hell? 3 
ur 10. Is the Torment in Hell Eter- 
ve nal ? 

a 11. “Churches” and “The Church” 
of | 12. Jesus May Come Today! . 
at ere is a whole Bible course. We 
n- believe the book will be exceeding- | 
se, ly popular. The separate articles 
in were written carefully, with much 
e- prayer and study, as the questions 
en came up, through about fifteen 
y years of writing. Out of hundreds 
re of sermons and Bible studies these 
he were selected for this big. book, as 
its among the most important and 
ly most interesting and most helpful. 
4 How You May Have a Copy Free 

In a few weeks we will have the 
en book out in cloth binding, to sell, 


Se we hope, at only $1.00 a copy. But 


ld now we have had printed 5,000 
2s copies in paper cover so we could 
Te give them away with subscriptions 
us to The Sword of The Lord. We|, 
at want 5,000 subscriptions in Novem- 
as ber, and are willing to give this 
to brand new book absolutely free to 
yw each one who will send a subscrip- 
ral tion, either for himself or another, 
.y- at the regular price of $1.00 a year. 
e- (1.50 a year in Canada). 

ey The pages are large, 544 by 7% 
at inches, and the 176 pages are 
all packed with rich Bible teaching’ 
ho that will settle your problems, an- 
1ip swer your questions, protect you 
be from false ‘teachers, on these 
en weighty doctrines. A big, thick 
of pook, beautifully printed and 


if : pound, it is free to you if you act 
quickly. Simply send in your sub- 


yur 
re- scription or that of some one else, 
he (your pastor, friend or loved one), 
| mark it “New” or “renewal” to 
save us time and work, give name 
and full address carefully, and the 
book will be sent at once. 
he ~ Send as many subscriptions as you 
H can. A book will be sent for each 


subscription at $1.00 a year. The 
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(Nothing changed but the title and 

front page design) | 
First printing, 150,000 copies, 2/2 x 3% 
inches im size, 8 pages. Those who have 
seen it are enthusiastic in its praise. 
Inexpensive for widespread distribution. 
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$4.00. Special—3,000 for $10.00. 
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Dr. Robert G. Lee Writes Introduction — 
To. “Twelve Tremendous Themes” Book 


book will be sent to the same ad- 
dress as the subscription, unless 


you give other instruction. 

Do not be deceived about the im- 
portance of this book. We _ believe 
it alone is worth more than the 
subscription price of the paper. But 
by printing 10,000 copies in cloth 
and 8,000 copies in paper binding, 
and by having paper bought and 
contract signed. before prices 
reached their present levels, we 
are able to get the book out as a 
gift in order to get thousands of 
new subscriptions. 

The Sword of The Lord is so 
dear to the heart of the editor and 
publisher, and he is so anxious that 
these truths of the gospel be got- 
ten out; that he waives all royalty 
as author and all profits as pub- 
lisher, so can make this generous 
offer. He hopes you will take ad- 
vantage of it today. 

Christmas subscriptions may be 
given now and you will get a new 
book, TWELVE TREMENDOUS 
THEMES, for each subscription. 
Also, a card announcing your gift 
of The Sword will be sent if re- 
quested now. But hurry in your or- 
der at once, please, before we are 
overwhelmed with mail. We want 
to keep up if possible. 

Send subscriptions to The Sword 
of The Lord Publishers, 
Hale St., Wheaton, Il. 
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New Printing Ready of 
I. 


Can a Saved Person Ever Be 
Lost? 

Religious But Lost 

. What Is Wrong With the 
Dance? 

Catalogue of John R. Rice's 
Books and Pamphlets 


The above named pamphlets are 
now ready. The first three, out of 
print for some time, have been re- 
printed. The 24 page catalogue is 
now printed for the first time. 

Can a Saved Person Ever Be 
Lost? has now been printed as a 
pamphlet of 24 large pages in all, 
about 5% x 8 inches, beautifully 
printed in brown ink on india tint- 
ed paper. It is very attractive. 
Price, 10¢ each, 15 for $1.00, 100 
copies, $5.00. 

Religious But Lost, or False 
Hopes of Heaven has been reprint- 
ed in the same size as the above, 
in dark maroon ink on pink paper, 
a lovely, expensive looking pamph- 
let. It has been used to save 
many unconverted church mem- 
bers. Prices the same as above 
pamphlet, 10¢ each, 15 copies for 
$1.00, 100 copies $5.00. : 


What Is Wrong With the Dance, 


has 47. pages, thick paper, pub- 
lished by Zondervan Publishing Co. 
We buy it of them. Price now 
raised by them to 50¢ a copy. 

Catalogue of John R. Rice’s 
Books and Pamphlets has full de- 
scription of them, many pictures, 
full information about The Sword 
of The Lord as well..The catalogue 
is free. Please write for your copy 
at once, and suggest that friends 
do the same. Order from 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD 

PUBLISHERS 

145 N. Hale St., Wheaton, Ill. 
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ing Him, saw the glory and 

of the Father! We ate tok thas 
no man hath seen God at any 
time; the only begotten Son, which 
is in the bosom of the Father, he 
hath declared him” (John 1:18). 
Again we are told: “For God who 
commanded the light to shine out 
of darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God IN 
THE FACE OF JESUS CHRIST” 
(II Cor. 4:6). The only way that 
the infinite God could shine in our 
hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God was 
in the adorable human face of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! Behold THE 
MAN, the Man who reveals God! 


Man could not look on the au- 
gust and terrible face of the liv- 
ing God and live (Ex. 33:20). 


But when Jesus came in human 
form, multiplied thousands 
thronged Him to hear every word 
that fell from His lips. Beggars 
accosted Him, lepers asked for and 
got cleasing. The woman who was 
a sinner was not afraid to weep 
over the human feet of the human 
fesus, and then to wipe those feet 
with the hairs of her head. John 
the beloved even laid his head on 
the human breast of our Saviour 
and heard His heart beat. The 


145 N. | 


500 TRACTS A YEAR 

Any Christian applying to the 
Scripture Witness League for mem- 
bership who promises to prayerfully 
distribute no less than 500 tracts a 
year will receive the same postpaid 
Free, The membership dues is $1.00 
a year. Send for free samples and 
als®a new VICTORY tract for serv- 
ice men. i 
Scripture Witness League 
2011 Wellington Ave. ~ Chicago, Ill. 


traitor, Judas was not afraid to 
kiss His cheek. They took the 
scarred, abused human body of 
our Saviour from the cross and 
loving hands wrapped that cold but 
adorable flesh in spices “as the 
manner of the Jews is to bury.” 
Whatever their reverence, their 
love and tears, they were not 
afraid to handle that beloved body. 
It was a human body and in some 
sense it was their own. 


Even after His _ resurrection, 
Mary held Him by His feet,- and 
doubting Thomas was free to feel 
the nail prints in His hands and 
thrust his hand into the wounded 
side . Christ had to be human to 
be approachable. 


All glory to Jesus that He be- 
came a man for our sake! Now the 
poorest and humblest need not. be 
afraid to enter boldly into the pres- 
ence of Christ! God could give the 
inspired Scripture that “like as a 
father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him. 
For he knoweth our frame, he re- 
membereth that we are dust” (Psa. 
103:13, 14), but man could never 
understand that Scripture nor 
quite believe it, until God demon- 
strated it in the flesh. One demon- 
stration is worth“a thousand ar- 
guments, we are told. Christ is the 
human demonstration of God’s con- 
descension, His seeking, His un- 
selfish and limitless love and mercy 
to man. 


We are told that it is easier to 
learn through the “eyegate”’ than 
through the “ear-gate.” Geometry 
is illustrated by drawings; arith- 
metic is best written down in fi- 
gures. Geography cannot be 
learned without maps, and even 
stories need to be illustrated with 
pictures. The human face of Je- 
sus Christ is the convincing illus- 


stretched humian arms of Jesus on 
the cross are the visible map of 
God’s compassion in the geography 
of the world, according to John 
3:16; No mathematics could ever 
compute for man the awful price 
of sin and ‘the conclusive proof 
that the price is paid, like the visi- 
ble torrent of blood that gushed 
out from the wounded side of the 
Saviour or the trickle that ran 
down from His face, His hands, 
and His feet! ! 


O Thou unapproachable, eternal 


me until I saw Jesus! I never 
knew that I could approach Thee 


until He touched me! I never knew 


“BEHOLD THE MAN” 


tration of God’s love.: The out- 


God, I never knew that You loved|_ 
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that Thou didst long to forgive me 
until I heard His human voice cry, 
“Father, forgive them!’’ God had 


to become a man before man could. 


ever feel free to approach God. 
The Marvelous Works of Christ 


Were the Works of Man 

I have told you that I know Christ 
is very God. I would not take one 
gleam from the glory of His crown, 
and like Thomas I would fall at 
His feet and say, ‘My Lord and my 
God.”” Yet I would have you to 
knew, if possible, more of the full- 
ness of His humanity. So I tell you 
first, what to me seems amazing, 
that the miracles that Jesus 
worked He worked not with His 
own pre-existent, glorious power 
as the Son of God. Rather His 
mighty works were done as a Spir- 
it-illed man. He who made the 
world and into whose hand all 
judgment was given by the Father 
yet chose to do nothing except 
by direct instruction from God. In 
the creation Christ said, ‘Let there 
be light: and there was light and 
at His word every created thing 
came into being. Yet on earth this 
same Christ laid aside that power 
and as a man He said, ‘““‘The words 
that I speak unto you I speak not 
of myself: but the Father that 
dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works.” 


So Jesus worked no miracles in 
His babyhood and boyhood. He 
could have done so but He chose 
not to. He lived a perfect, sinless, 
human life until His baptism when 
His public ministry began. At His 
baptism when Jesus prayed, the 
Holy Spirit came upon Him (Luke 
3:21, 22, 4:1). To Him the Spirit 
was given without measure (John 
0:34)... From that time forth He 
was filled with Spirit and led by 
he Holy Spirit. The supernatural 
vower that Jesus manifested was 
the power of the Holy Spirit. He 
had divested Himself of His pow- 
er as the Son so that He might 
take just the power that was avail- 


the power of the Holy Ghost! 

\fter the Holy Spirit came upon 
Him came the first miracle at Cana 
of Galilee..After the Holy Spirit 
came upon Him He entered into 
the synagogue at Nazareth and 
taught as He had never done be- 
fore. -He read from Isaiah, “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel to the poor.. .” 
and then said, “This day is this 
scripture fulfilled in your ears’ 
(Luke 4:14-21). The marvels of 
His public ministry followed but 
they were the marvels of a perfect 
MAN, perfectly filled with the 
Spirit of God. For this reason Je- 
sus could say to His disciples, ‘“The 
works that I do shall he do also, 
and greater works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Fa- 
ther” (John 14:12). ) 

Other human beings after they 
are saved could be filled with the 
Spirit too and win souls with the 
same power of the Spirit that Je- 
sus used. He came to His disciples 
after His resurrection and said, 
“As my Father hath sent me, even 
so send I you” and He breathed 
upon them and said, “Receive ye 
the Holy Ghost” (John 20:21,22). 
The point is that the ministry of 
Christ was a human ministry. His 
miracles were in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, not in His own power 
as the Son of God. His preaching 
was in the power of the Holy Spir- 
it, not in the power of God at Si- 
nai, not in His own creative pow- 
er. He preached as a servant of 
God and a prophet of God, a pat- 
tern and example to every Chris- 
tian. . 

There are those that believe that 
he miracles of Christ were the 
proof that He is the Son of God 
but not so. If so, then that puts 
multitudes of others in the same 
‘class with Christ and Old Testa- 
ment prophets. The twelve apos- 
tles, the seventy, deacons Stephen 
and Philip, and others of Bible 


times worked miracles in the pow-- 


er of the Holy Spirit. Christ raised 
Lazarus from the dead and the 
‘widow's son of Nain. But so did 
Elijah raise the widow’s son, and 
Elisha the son of the Shunamfmite 
woman, while Dorcas rose from the 
dead at the voice of Peter, and 


| Eutychus when embraced by Paul. 


The miracles proved that Christ 
was what He said He was. But 
miracles do not themselves prove 


one is God. Christ worked miracles 


* just as the apostles and .prophets 


ble to every other human being,. 


did, with the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and He preached and won 
souls as any Christian may do, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. This 
is because He humbled Himself, 


‘gave up His glory and left His 


heavenly garments to become a 
man, to live as a man, to serve as 
a man, and to die as a man and 
for men. 


What a comfort it must be to 
a Christian that He never asks us 
to do anything except what He has 
already done, with the same pow- 
ers that are available for us. The 


humanity of Jesus is the only way 


He could be an example to us. If 
Christ had not loved to call Him- 
self “the Son of man,” then He 
could never have said tO us, “Fol- 
low me and I will make you fish- 
ers of men,” or “If any man will 
come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and 
follow me.’’ Nor could His lowli- 
ness, His humility, His forgiveness 
be held up as our example. Paul 
could never have written, ‘Let 
this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus:.Who, being 


in the form of God, thought it 


not robbery to be equal with God: 
but made himself of no reputation, 
and took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross” 
(Phil. 2:5-8). Since Christ became 
a man, He becomes our perfect 
pattern and we are told that 
“Christ also suffered for us, leav- 
ing us an example, that ye should 
follow his steps’ (I Peter 2:21). 
Any Christian who wants to serve 
God must first pause and look upon 
that thorn-crowned figure denying 
Himself, who was introduced to 
the multitudes by Pilate by these 
words, “Behold the man!”’ 


The Temptation of Jesus Was the 


Temptation of Man 

When Jesus went into the wil- 
derness to be tempted of Satan He 
went as a man. He well knew how 
frail was human _=§ strength. [If 
Christ enters into that contest with 
the enemy of our souls and wins, 
then the cards must not be stacked 
in His favor. What comfort would 
t be to me that Christ was tempt- 


'ed in all points as I am if He car- 


ried to the temptation weapons 
that I cannot carry and had help 


that I cannot expect? And why | 


would Jesus be fit to die for my 
sins in such a case? How would I 
know, how would Satan know, that 


Jesus would do any better than I. 


do if He were placed in my shoes? 


No, if the temptation of Jesus is — 


to mean anything to God, to Sa- 
tan and to men, then He must meet 
it like a man. For that reason He 
went forty days without food. Men 
are sometimes tempted when they 
are hungry so Jesus must be as 
hungry as any man would be. 
Sometimes men are tempted when 
they are so weak and frail bodily 
that they have not,a fair chance 
it seems. to reject the Evil One. 
Their strength is so small. So the 
Lord Jesus resolved to enter into 
this contest as weak as any man 
ever entered a contest with Satan. 


On this very point’ Satan tried 
to trap Christ. Since He was the 
Son of God why not eat bread? 
Why not, with His divine power? 
This Jesus refused to do. He stood 
before Satan that day in the same 
human form as John Rice must 
meet Satan many a time. If Je- 
sus escapes only as God then how 
can John Rice escape who is not 
Sod? No, Christ entered that con- 


test to be a man and to be tempt-. 


ed like a man. He had the strength 
of the Holy Spirit as every man 
ean have. He had even the minis- 
try of angels when it was over, 
for the angels are ministering spir- 
its to all of us who are the heirs 
of salvation. Jesus had the Word 
»f God and every child of God can 
have that. Jesus demonstrated in 
His temptation that every man has 
enough heavenly resources at hand 
to defeat Satan if he but humbly 
and faithfully: uses his weapons 
which are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down 
of strongholds. 


My heart was _ inexpressibly 


blessed last Sunday afternoon in 
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studying this subject whén I saw 4 


for the first time that Jesus se- 4 


lected a Scripture to use in defeat- 
ing Satan that He could not have 
ised except as a man, When Satan 


‘uggested, “If thou be the Son of _ 
God, command that these stones | 
be made bread” (Matt. 4:3), Je- 


(Continued on page four) — 
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Sus answered and said, ‘“Man shall 


not live by bread alone, but by ev- 


7g ery word that proceedeth out of 


the mouth of God.” Satan slyly 
tried to tempt Jesus to face the 
temptation as the Son of God. In- 
Stead Jesus quoted a_ Scripture 
from Deuteronomy 8:3 which says, 


“MAN doth not live by bread on- 


ly.” In effect it seems to me that 
Jesus said, “Satan, as Son of God, 
I saw you fall as lightning from 
Heaven and I know of your ulti- 
mate and eternal downfall. But to- 
day I face you as a man, a pat- 
tern for all the men who will ev- 
er meet you and your temptations. 
Today I come as hungry and tired 
as any man who will ever be 
tempted; but I was led here by the 
Spirit. I am in the will of my Fa- 
ther. I will rely upon the power 
of the Spirit and upon the sword 
of the Spirit, the Word of God. I 
answer you then with a Scripture 
written for all men and apply it 
to myself, ‘Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God.’” So might Jesus have 
spoken to Satan. 

Some way I am not as afraid of 
the devil now since Jesus whipped 
him as a man. I can now believe 
that “there hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common 
to man: but God is faithful, who 
will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will 
with the temptation also make a 
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way to escape, that ye may be able 
to bear it,” even as He said (I 
Cor. 10:13). The fact that God can 
control Satan, can cast him out of 
teaven and is certain eventually 
to put him down forever is sweet 
to my soul. I am glad it is true, 
though it does not particularly help 
me when I come to temptation. But 
the fact that our Lord Jesus 
Christ, in human body, met Satan 
one day in the wilderness and de- 
feated him, yea, and defeated him 
iain and again in life, in death, 
‘nd in resurrection, with only such 
weapons as are available to ey- 
ery child of God, thank God, gives 
me a strength and a courage I 
could never otherwise have. 

If Jesus the man could say that 
He needed to live by every word 
that proceedeth from the mouth 
of God, then so do I. If He was safe 
when led by the Spirit, even though 
fasting forty days in the presence 
of Satan, then so am I! I do often 
fail when I am tempted but there 
is a way of escape provided in ev- 
ery case. Christ, the man, took that 
way of escape and shows it to me. 


Christ Died As a Man 
There are two awful, tremendous 
facts made clear by the crucifixion 
of Christ. One is the stupendous, 


insatiable sinfulness of man and. 


the other is the infinite, measure- 
less mercy of God. All things are 
judged by the cross, both man and 
God. Only a race of men degen- 
erate, sin possessed, with wilful 
malice toward God and right would 
shamefully crucify the Son of God. 
As Jewish leaders and the mob, 


with Herod and Pontius Pilate all 


joined in the crucifixion, so the 
whole race, Jews and Gentiles, are 
guilty of the death of Christ. Cain, 
Korah, Judas and the Antichrist 
are alike proper representatives of 
the human race. Every unconvert- 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ed man in the world is lost beeause 
He hates Christ, the light, and de- 
liberately chooses the wrong (John 
¢@:19-21). And those of us who are 
converted first rejected and de- 
spised the Lord and were guilty of 
His death. Nothing proves the de- 
pravity of the human heart like 
the crucifixion of Christ. Christ 
is the Lamb slain from the foun- 
dation. of the world, that is, con- 
tinually slain by sinners, and thus 
the crucifixion is a continual mon- 
ument and witness against the race 
of mankind. On the other hand, the 
cross is the best evidence that even 
God could give that He loved men. 
“For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son.” 


But had you realized that the 
crucifixion was impossible without 
the incarnation? Men may hate God 
but the world would never know 
it unless God came in the flesh. 
Men could not spit in the face of 


God. They did spit in the face of? 


Jesus Christ, His Son, in the flesh 
.( Matt. 26:67; Matt. 27:30). They 
could not pluck out the beard of 
God, but they did the beard of 
Christ (Isa. 50:6). When they 
scourged the human body of Je- 
‘tus, it only showed what the hu- 
man race would have done to God 
long ago, but never before had 
God appeared in human form. Mil- 
ons have been wicked enough to 
drive nails into the hands of God 
or give Him vinegar and gall to 
drink or thrust Him with a spear 
and mock Him while He died, but 
God is a Spirit; God did not have 
hands and>feet; God had no sides 
out of which could flow blood and 
water until Jesus came in the flesh 
like a man. The: men did-to Christ, 
the Man with a human body, what 
‘they could not do to God. 


And the boasts of godless Rus- 
sia today that thay have done away 
with the rulers on earth and now 
must eliminate the rulers of Heav- 
en but show that inherently the 
unconverted human heart would do 
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the same again if God appeared 
again in human flesh. The cruci- 
ixion, revealing the wickedness of 
1en and the love of God, was ut- 

“ly impossible until Christ be- 
came man, Pilate was right when 
he stood Jesus before the multi- 
tude and said, “Behold the man!” 
That figure crowned with thorns, 
covered with a purple robe of 
mockery, with spit upon His face, 
with a bleeding back and with a 
weed in His hand for a sceptre was 
the figure of a man, and on that 
fact there hangs the eternal safety 
of every redeemed soul, 

For Christ could not be a sub- 
stitute for man unless He were a 
man. The only way the Son of God 
could be a fit substitute for man-was 
to become a man Himself. He must 
be a man of like feelings, a man 
of like temptations, and yet with- 
out sin, before He could take a 
man’s place. 


When a football game is in prog- 
ess, the coach may put in a sub- 
stitute, but the substitute must be 
just as eligible as the man he re- 
places. He must be from the same 
school, meet the same scholastic re- 
quirements, even know the same 

ignals. So the Lord Jesus, before 
He could become our substitute, 
had to become a man. My heart 
uns over with worship, and a glad 
reverential joy fills my heart as I 
‘ee that Christ became a man that 
He might take my place, suffer 
for my sins, pay my debt, and re- 
deem me to God. There are mys- 
teries here so deep we cannot com- 
pletely fathom them until we 
awake in His likeness, but if we 
dwell on the infinite condescension 
necessary for God to become a 
servant, for the Son of God to be- 
come a man, for the Creator of 
all the worlds to become a little 
lower than the angels, then, sure- 
ly, the love and gratitude of our 
hearts will be enlarged toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Resurrection and Ascension of 


Christ As a Man 

God could not die until He be- 
came a man and God could not rise 
from the dead. As only a man can 
die, so only a man can rise from 
the dead. 

I am so glad that Christ became 
a man and as a man conquered 
death, Hell and the grave. When 
I go out to the cemetery and look’ 


| into the bold, bare clay of a grave, 


I cannot somehow comprehend the 
certainty of a resurrection, 
brought about by a loving God, ex- 
cept as I realize that Christ Him- 
self is risen from the dead. Tear- 
dimmed eyes need very clear and 
simple evidence. Torn and bleeding 
hearts need more: than promises; 
they néed a demonstration, and 
thank God, our Lord Jesus Christ 
has demonstrated the resurrection! 

I have unmistakable evidence 
and ntany infallible proofs of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. His 
poor cold body was buried away 
but on the third day He arose 
again. The resurrection was literal 
and physical. The napkin was fold- 
ed by itself and other garments lay 
in their place in Joseph’s new 
tomb. An angel rolled- back the 
stone from the door so that the 
physical human body of Jesus, 
glorified but still human as our own 
bodies will be when glorified, could 
come forth. That resurrected body, 
that human body of Jesus, ate be- 
fore the disciples to show that He 
was not only spirit but flesh and 
bones (Luke 24:39). He invited 
them to touch the scars of the 
nails and the wound of the spear. 
With tender hands He cooked fish 
and bread for them on a fire of 
coals beside the Sea of Galilee, in 
the early dawn (John 21:9). 


The Saviour ascended to Heaven 
in that same physical body. He is 


the Father, with a human body, 
human hands, a human face, the 
Man in the Glory, our perfect hu- 
man High Priest. : 
He appeared to John on the Is- 
land of Patmos, and in Revelation, 
chapter 1, John tells us about His 
garments, about His head, His hair, 
His feet, His hands, and His mouth. 
He laid His right hand upon John, 
saying, ‘Fear not” (Rev. 1:17). 
When Jesus ascended to Heaven 


|two angels stood by in white ap- 


parel and said, “Ye men > eg apa 
why stand ye gazing up into v- 
at tle woh Jesus, which is tak- 
en up from you into heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have 
seen him go into heaven” (Acts 


He 


there now, at the right hand of |: 


away, the body that ate and drank. 


the body that the disciples saw and . 


handled with their hands, 

Zechariah 13:6 tells how the Jews 
who will be delivered by Him at His 
second coming will say to Him, 
“What are these wounds in thine 
hands? Then he shall answer, 
Those with which I was wounded 
in the house of my friends.” In 
other words, the Saviour will bring 
back the same hands, with the 
Same scars! And Zechariah 14:4 
Says: “And his feet shall stand in 
that day upon the Mount of Olives, 
which is before Jerusalem on the 
east.” That is, when Jesus returns 
to the earth to reign, He will come 
back to the same Mount of Olives 
from which He went away, and 
His same literal, human feet will 
stand there! Christ in Heaven is 
the resurrected Son of Man, and 
He will return to reign as the 
Son of Man; that is, the son of 
Mary, the son of David, and the 
son of Abraham. And that proves 
that all of us will see our loved 
ones gone on before, in resurrect- 
ed, physical bodies, too. 

How sweet this is to me! I will 
see my mother again, not just some 
spirit, but my mother with hands 
and feet. I think she will have 
again the long black hair that lay 
on her pillow the day she died. I 
think I shall see her smile and feel 
her hand upon my head and kiss 
her then as I kissed her good-by 
when she told us she was going 
and smiled and fell asleep. Do not 
take from me my human Christ, 
my Christ with a human body! He 
met all the foes of man and con- 
quered them. He met all the woes 
of man and suffered them. He saw 
all the sins of men, suffered for 
them and paid for them. He knows 
all the hearts of frail, sinning hu- 
manity and yet he loves men! Be- 
hold the Man! 


I do not wonder that Paul and 
Barnabas preached, ‘Be it known 
unto you therefore, men and breth- 
ren, that through this MAN is 
preached unto you the forgiveness 
of sins; and by him all that believe 
are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by 
the law of Moses” (Acts 13:38, 
39).-Paul wrote to Timothy, “There 
is one God, and one mediator be- 
tween God and men, the MAN 
Christ Jesus.”’ 


Christ, the Only Hope for Me 

Some sinner may read this who 
has never had peace with God. The 
only way is through Jesus Christ, 
the God-Man. He knows your sor- 
rows. He felt your temptations. He 
paid for your sins. Today if you 
will trust Him with all your heart, 
this Man, Christ Jesus, will be- 
come your Saviour, 
your God. 


O Man, O Man of Galilee! 
Draw near and lay Thy hand on 


me. 
Of all the world I want: but Thee, 
O Man, O Man of Galilee. 


If today you will take Christ as 
your Saviour, depend upon Him for 
forgivenes, make Him Lord of 
your life, start out: today to live 
for Him —if you will do that, then 
sign this statement today, 
announce it to your loved ones and 
copy and send the statement to me. 
Evangelist John Rice 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I know that the Lord Jesus 
Christ, God’s own dear Son, became 
a man that He might die for me 
and offer me salvation. Today, here 
and now, I trust Him to forgive 
my sins, to make peace for me 
with God and to savé my soul .I 
write this word to let you know. 


Address 


(The above sermon is taken from 
the book, “And God Remembered 
.-. by Dr Rice). 
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